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PRE -AWARD BUY AMERICA COMPLIANCE CERTIFICATION 

 
As required by Title 49 of the CFR. Part 663 - Subpart B, Department of Rail and Public 
Transportation (the recipient) is satisfied that the vehicles to be purchased,  
Low-Floor Body-On-Chassis Cutaway from Arboc Specialty Vehicles, LLC and Optimal EV Electric 
Vehicles, LLC. meet the requirements of Section 16(b)(3) of the Surface Transportation Assistance Act 
of 1982, as amended. The recipient has reviewed documentation provided by the manufacturer, which 
lists (1) the proposed component and sub-component parts of the buses identified by manufacturer, 
county of origin, and cost; and (2) the proposed location of the final activity point for the buses, 
including a description of the activities that will take place at the final assembly point and the cost of 
final assembly.  
 
 

 
Avery Daugherty, Statewide Program Manager  
 
Date: 11/012021 



ELECTRIC VEHICLES, LLC.
Date: 19, May 2020

Buy America Certification
Federal Transit Administration

49 CFR Part 661 Buy America Requirements

Optimal Electric Vehicles, LLC. Assembles all structural elements of the bus, 
other than the OEM chassis, and installs them into a commercially produced chassis 
platform. The bus body is fabricated by welded steel floor assemblies and four molded 
composite panels for the bodysides, roof and back panel.  These sub-assemblies are 
then bonded together with supplemental fasteners to form the basis components of the 
body structure. 

The conversion to electric drive systems are installed on the vehicle at the 
beginning of the build process.  Moving forward the completed body structure is then 
placed on the vehicle in a single piece assembly.  All heating and air conditioning
equipment are installed as part of the final assembly of the vehicle.  All wiring harnesses 
and electrical components are installed as well as the passenger seats, passenger grab 
rails, wheelchair lifts, and other options specified by the customer.

All buses are pressure water tested for leaks as well as road tested and inspected 
for compliance to specifications prior to delivery. All buses must meet 2020 Buy America 
Requirements.

All bus assembly operations take place at Elkhart, IN.

Signed, 

Director of Business Development



 

Component Description Manufacturer State of Origin % Total Cost 
        
Chassis Assembly Ford Motor Co. OH 22.2 
Vehicle Electric Drive Motor JJE China 3.1 
Batteries Proterra CA 31.6 
Battery Cooling System Mahle MI 0.1 
Chassis Frame Modifications Mor/Ryde IN 1.4 
Air Conditioning and Heating Cling China 3.3 
Wheelchair Ramp Braun IN 3.2 
Seats Freedman Seating IL 2.4 
Electrical- Vehicle Body (LV) Electripak OH 1.5 
Electrical - Battery and Propulsion 
Equip. (HV) Compass Made CA 3.2 
Entrance Door A & M Systems IN 0.5 
Rear Door    
Interior Trim Welformed IN 0.6 
Composite Body Panels MPi MI 6.0 
Stanchions ASC IN 0.3 
Wheelchair Restraints Q'Straint FL 0.4 
Windows Cleer Vision IN 0.6 
Floor Covering GerFlor IL 0.4 
Destination Sign TranSign MI 2.5 
Sealants and Adhesives Titan IN 0.1 
Assembly components (Includes Labor) Various IN/MI 4.0 
       
Total Percentage of vehicle 
manufactured in the U.S. (Minimum)  
Does not include cost of chassis. 

    

91.7% 
 
  

Total Cost of Final Assembly is approx.      $148,600 

    
    

  Point of final assembly Elkhart, Indiana 
and major activities to be undertaken at 
final location, Elkhart, Indiana. 
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